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A Message from President Bill Robinson

White Sox,
Whitworthians
amaze and
inspire

I've been hearing a lot from my Midwestern
friends lately. Larry, in particular, called every
day last week. He moved in across the street
from me whenI was in kindergarten. We lived
in suburban Chicago's DuPage County, where,
if you weren't a Cubs fan, you were going to
grow up persecuted. Larry didn't know this at
age 6. So I lied to him.I told him that being
a White Sox fan put you on the fast track to
North School's social register. He bought it, and
thus began 50 years of him taking guff. We hung
on every pitch in the 1959 World Series, but
the Sox lost. A couple of nights ago, 46 years
of waiting for another chance came to a joyous
close. This has nothing to do with anything in
Whitworth Today, butIhad to write it. Sorry for
this blatant abuse of my office.
This Whitworth Today features our new
strategic plan. And for the third time since
I've been at Whitworth I'm introducing a fiveyear plan with the refrain, "Whitworth will be
stronger, not different." The chart below begs
the question, "At what point does stronger
become different?"
By the numbers, we look different. But
in three fundamental areas we are the same
school freshmen found in the fall of 1990: our

A few facts about the Class of 2009
Freshman Applications
Freshman Admitted
Freshman Admit Rate
Freshman Enrolled
Freshman Yield Rate
Mean Entering GPA
Mean Freshman SAT
Frosh/Sophomore Retention
Full-Time Undergraduates
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1990
724
643
88.8
256
39.8
3.2
1037
70.3
1,164

2005
2,147
1,367
63.8
455
33.2
3.67
1204
87.0
2,060

undergraduate, liberal-arts focus; our union of
Christ-centeredness and a spirit of open inquiry;
and our conviction that a nurturing community
enables the kind of holistic learning we prize.
Why, then, having come so far, would we
embark on such an ambitious strategic plan
that will rely on a giant infusion of financial
resources? I'm reminded of another letterI
received from a Midwesterner, in which he
enclosed a cartoon of a Washington state
panhandler wheedling, "Say buddy, can
you spare $3.75 for a double-shot hazelnut
cappuccino?" Are we being greedy when we seek
to attract almost $100 million? Absolutely not!
The quality of Whitworth's faculty, students
and curriculum has banged its head on the
resource ceiling. In the past six or seven years,
for example, we have attracted superb scientists
and artists to our faculty. Correspondingly, we
have watched the number of majors in these two
areas rise by more than 50 percent, accompanied
by an equally impressive rise in their predicted
grade points. If we hope to maintain, not to
mention improve, our current levels of quality,
we need more and better space. Aggressively and
with great excitement, we must tap every source
of support. And we will.
Ihope that as you read about our future you
will take great pride in enabling our past. Quite
simply, we had no chance of pulling off the
accomplishments of the last 15 years without
you. What you have done, dare I say it, is even
more amazing than what those White Sox
just pulled off. And with your help we hope
to repeat our success over the next five years.
We thank God for you and for this wonderful
school. Please keep us in your prayers. We
believe with the psalmist that "Unless the
Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the
watchman keeps vigil in vain."
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EDITOR'S

note

I love the White Sox component in Bill Robinson's
message, and because he's included the Pale Hose in his
piece, I'm going to sneak in an even more personal piece
of news:Ibecame a grandma in June, and my heart is
now owned by a tiny girl named Kylie Marie Mitchell.
Grandmotherhood is wonderful — and sometimes more
difficult than one might think. It certainly involves heartfelt,
sometimes frighteningly vulnerable love, a willingness to
put all of one's eggs into a fragile little basket, and a deep
knowledge that if a train were to make its way through
Grammy's living room, she would unhesitatingly throw
herself in front of it to save the baby. But it also involves
submerging one's ego through self-reminder ("If Kylie's
parents want your advice, they'll ask for it"); tamping down
again and again an overactive imagination ("What's that
little bump on the side of her head? How long has it been
there? Have they had it checked?"), and working very,
very hard to learn that one's son and daughter-in-law are
now, officially, grownups, with all the rights, privileges and
responsibilities appertaining thereto.
I won't go too far with this comparison, making it seem as
if a redesigned alumni magazine is the equivalent of a new
human life. There are big differences: With Whitworth Today
we got to choose how our creation would look and what
it would include, and we worked hard to make it bright,
interesting, occasionally funny, and a welcome addition to
the stack of reading material that most of us harbor these
days. And it took us only six weeks. But now we have to
send it out into the world: It is, in a sense, our baby.
We're excited about the changes to the magazine, and we
hope you'll like what you see here. Talented graphic designer
Tamara McIntosh did yeoman's duty to come up with this
great-looking new design, and the editorial board is wowed by
what she's done to update and enhance the magazine's layout.
And Director of Communications Greg Orvvig, '91; Managing
Editor of College Communications Garrett Riddle; Public
Information Officer (and Whitworth Today Assistant Editor)
Julie Riddle, '92; and Director of Annual Giving, Alumni,
Parent and Church Relations Tad Wisenor, '89, served with
Tamara and me on the design committee and not only chose
a great design, but contributed mightily to the melding of six
strong opinions into one.
4
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We're also pleased with the content in this issue. You'll notice
that we moved the President's Message to its rightful place
on the inside front cover ("rightful" since our research shows
that it's one of the most popular features in the magazine), and
Bill has — you should pardon my references to his references
knocked one out of the park as our leadoff batter.
Our features in this issue cover quite a bit of ground:
• Whitworth's 2005-2010 strategic plan (stop yawning, please;
Greg Orwig has written a delightful first-person-fictitious
account of what it will be like to be a student at Whitworth
as the college's ambitious plan comes to fruition);
• the newest campus map, created by illustrator-parexcellence Rolf Goetzinger, that includes photos of the
end products of Whitworth's recent building boom, along
with a list of what's to come;
• the first-person-for-real story of Political Studies Professor
John Yoder's two trips to Liberia this fall, at the behest
of the Carter Center, to monitor the voting process in
that country's long-awaited and much-anticipated
national election;
• words of wisdom about writing and what it means to be
a writer from Laurie Lamon, '78, Whitworth associate
professor of English and author of the recently released
collection of poetry, The Fork Without Hunger.
In addition, we have art from our faculty; news that includes
stories about inspiring alums, a momentous announcement about
Whitworth's future, and a faculty member who's pals with the
pope; a thoughtful piece on stem-cell research by one of this
year's Alumni Award winners, and a Q-and-A with Theology
Professor Jim Edwards about his provocative new book. Add to
that the newly revamped class notes — always a reader favorite
— and you can see why we're pleased with both the look and the
"feel" of this issue.
It's an exciting era in Whitworth's history, and we're proud
to be a part of the spirit of progress and innovation that will
characterize the next five years — and far beyond — here at the
college. Now, after all that, it's time for me to lay it on the line
and ask you the question that's dogging every one of Whitworth
Today's "parents": What do you think of our baby?

COME ON.

write!

Perhaps, if you're a boomer like me, you remember a Simon &
Garfunkel song in which Paul and Artie, left behind by a heartless
paramour (or maybe two heartless paramours), pleaded "Why
don't you write me?"I feel a bit like S&G, in that the articles in
Whitworth Today rarely seem to generate much reader response.
SinceIhave an opinion on everything, that's difficult for me to
understand. But then,Irarely write letters to the editor no matter
how strong my feelings, so perhaps this phenomenon isn't such a
puzzler, after all.
In this issue, we're hoping to hit a number of topics that will
elicit your written response.
"A Whitworth Story," on Page 6, illustrates how Whitworth's
2005-2010 strategic plan will enhance student experience. Which
parts of the plan do you find most exciting? Which most concern
you? Your responses to these questions will be both interesting to
our readers and helpful to the college.
Kyle °Twig's stem-cell essay in "AfterWord" (Page 30) will
challenge some of you. The online article of Whitworth professors
Adrian Teo and Don Calbreath might fire up folks who agree
with Orwig.
Maybe,you believe that all roads lead to heaven. If so, the thesis
of Jim Edwards' book (Page 21) is going to challenge your beliefs
and, we hope, make you want to write about why you believe what
you do. Or maybe you think Edwards is absolutely dead-on with
his argument that Jesus is the only savior. Write us! Either way,
we and other readers want to hear what you have to say. Since
we can't kick around ideas in the dorms 'tit the wee hours of the
morning, as many of us used to do, it would be great to see the
W.T. "Letters" page become a forum for Whitworthians all over
the world to exchange ideas.
It seems that, in our attempts to be compassionate, caring
people, we sometimes subscribe to the idea that if one can't
say something nice, it's best to say nothing at all. Well, I'm not
inviting you to send us a burn-the-hair-off-their-ears screed
that includes every gripe you've ever had against Whitworth,
Academia, Christianity, and/or the good Lord himself. I'm asking
you to respond truthfully and thoughtfully to the questions posed
by our articles — good, serious questions about what it means to be
a Christian, to be a citizen, to seek peace and reconciliation in the
world, to seek truth in a society that seems to value it less and less.
Lively discourse and civil debate are not only intellect-honing,
enlightening and life-affirming; they're fun, and they reflect
Whitworth at its best. Maybe your letter will be the one that kicks
off a great debate and elicits responses from Whitworthians all
over the globe. There's only one way to find out. Write!

tmitchell@whitworth.edu
Terry Rayburn Mitchell, Editor
Whitworth Today Magazine
Whitworth College, MS 4203
300 West Hawthorne Road
Spokane, WA 99251

EVENTS

calendar

Dec. 7: Whitworth Orchestra Concert at 7:30 p.m. in Cowles
Auditorium. Admission is free.
Jan. 3-24 Art exhibit by Polish immigrant and freelance photographer
Marek Zaranski, in the Koehler Gallery. Opening reception Jan. 6,
5-7 p.m.; artist lecture, 6 p.m., Koehler Gallery.
Jan. 31 Spring Convocation
Jan. 31-Feb. 11 Heritage Week
Feb. 6-17 Heritage Week Alumni Invitational and Juried Exhibit.
Opening reception, Feb. 7, 5-7 p.m.; lecture by Ben Moss, '59,
6 p.m., Weyerhaeuser Hall, Robinson TeachingTheatre.
March 9, 10, 11 Whitworth Theatre spring production, The Body Image
Show, at 8 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium
March 18-25 Wind symphony/jazz ensemble spring tour to Oregon
and western Washington
March 18-25 Whitworth Theatre spring tour to Southern California with
The Body Image Show
March 27-April 21 Art exhibit by figurative expressionist Molly Hill.
Opening reception, March 28, 5-7 p.m., lobby of the Fine Arts
Building; artist lecture, 7 p.m., Weyerhaeuser Hall.
April 1 36th Annual Whitworth College Hawaiian Club Lu'au will feature
authentic Hawaiian food, entertainment, and
specialty Hawaiian products for sale in the
fieldhouse at 5 p.m. Admission is $15. Call
509.777.3796 for reservations.
April 9 Choir concert at 3 p.m.
Location TBA.
April 11-12 The Simpson-Duvall Reading
will feature poet Donald Hall, author of the
award-winning books The One Day (1989),
The Happy Man (1987), and Old and New
Poems (1990).
April 19 Annual Lindaman Chair Lecture in the William P Robinson
TeachingTheatre in Weyerhaeuser Hall at 7 p.m.

May 13 Graduate

Commencement, 10 a.m.,
Cowles Auditorium

May 14 Baccalaureate,
10 a.m., Whitworth
Field house

May 14 Undergraduate

Commencement,
3 p.m., Spokane Arena

To view a calendar of all upcoming Whitworth events,
visit www.whitworth.edu/calendar.
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STORY:

How the 2005-2010
strategic plan
will enhance
student experience

WHITWORTH'S 2005-2010 STRATEGIC PLAN CHARTS AN AMBITIOUS COURSE FOR EXPANDING
STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH, INTERNATIONAL STUDY AND SERVICE; BUILDING
NEW FACILITIES IN THE ARTS AND SCIENCES; AND ELEVATING WHITWORTH'S DISTINCTIVE
COMMITMENTS TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND FAITH-LEARNING INTEGRATION. To
ILLUSTRATE HOW THE PLAN WILL SHAPE THE WHITWORTH EXPERIENCE, WE OFFER
THE FOLLOWING JOURNAL OF A FICTITIOUS BUT REPRESENTATIVE STUDENT WHO IS
CONSIDERING ENROLLMENT AT THE COLLEGE NOW AND WILL GRADUATE IN FIVE YEARS.

by Greg Orwig, '91 - gorwig@whitworth.edu
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NOVEMBER 2005
I've narrowed my list of prospective schools down to Seattle Pacific University,
University of Puget Sound and Whitworth. All three have strong science and
education programs, my potential majors of choice at the moment. They also have
great choir and track programs, which interest me.Ilike the idea of attending a
Christian college, but I'm most concerned about academic quality and being at a
school where I'll learn how to think rather than what to think. The final decision will
probably depend on my campus visits and financial aid.

JANUARY 2006
After visiting all three schools, I'd say that SPU and UPS have some newer
facilities, especially in the sciences, but Whitworth has a beautiful campus
and is planning new buildings that may be done beforeIgraduate. AndI was
really turned on by Whitworth's mission.Iloved what the president said
about Whitworth's commitment to Christ making the college more, rather than
less, open to tough questions and the pursuit of truth. What surprised me is
how hard it is to get into Whitworth. The average SAT score for last year's
freshman class was over 1200 (1800 under the new scoring). A friend of mine
got in with an 1150, but I'm going to re-take it just to be safe.
APRIL zoo6
I got my financial-aid packages, and Whitworth is neither the most nor the least
expensive. I've had calls from both the track coach and the choir director at
Whitworth. They seem to really want me to go there. And, really,I think it's the best
place for me. So, Whitworth it is.
SEPTEMBER 2006
Ididn't get into the main freshman dorm — Baldwin-Jenkins — so I'm living in a hall
in The Village. It's not bad, butIdon't think any of us will be upset when they tear it
down. And it does offer a great view of Duvall Hall, the new dorm that just opened
that has four-bedroom super-suites and great common areas. My roommate andIhope
to get in there next year.
NOVEMBER 2006
Ireally like my freshman seminar with Kamesh Sankaran. He's a
brilliant physicist who came to Whitworth two years ago from
Princeton. We're talking about how science has affected — and has
been affected by — religion, politics and society at large. Kamesh
also is helping us think about our majors and career choices
as callings — where we can use our greatest gifts to meet the
world's greatest needs. I'm still pretty sureIwant to go premed, but this class has me thinking more about other majors
and grad-school options.
MAY 2007
Our track team won the conference championship and
sent three athletes to nationals.Ididn't do as well as Ihad
hoped, but somehow our coach, Toby Schwarz, has made
us a team of mostly individual competitors who share in
each other's successes. It's nothing like my high-school team.
What's cool is that Whitworth is in the lead to win the allsports trophy for the third year in a row.

Strategic Plan
Highlights
The following talking points are designed
to communicate the major emphases
in Whitworth's 2005-2010 strategic
plan. (The full plan is posted on the
Whitworth website at www.whitworth.
edu/strategicplan.) The underlying theme
of these points is integration; Whitworth
wants the following relationships to be
both descriptive of what the college
has achieved and prescriptive of what
Whitworth wants to embody more fully.
The Integration of Mind, Heart,
and Hands: Academic Excellence and
Christian Commitment:
Faith and learning
Teaching and scholarship
Academics and student life
On- and off-campus learning
Characteristics:
Personal attention and
intellectual rigor
Beautiful campus and
21st-century technology
Christian community shaped
by truth and grace
Distinctives:
Openness to challenging
questions and commitment to
the pursuit of truth
Investment in student success and
promotion of student responsibility
Living out of one's faith and
engagement in the public square
Initiatives:
Construction of new academic
facilities in arts and sciences
Building of new residential and
administrative space
Strengthening of Whitworth
students' intercultural understanding
Enhancement of our servicelearning, community-engagement,
and vocational discernment
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SEPTEMBER 2007
Well, we're Whitworth University now.
Not much seems to have changed, but I
guess the new name is supposed to avoid
confusion with two-year colleges that are
dropping "community" from their titles
and to make it easier for Whitworth to
recruit international students.

NOVEMBER 2007
I'm taking Core 250, which is supposed to be "the hardest class you'll ever love" (or the
greatest class you'll ever hate, depending on who you ask). So far, it's a lot of reading
and studying. We had a cool lecture on Blaise Pascal today by Leonard Oakland, who
has been teaching the class for 30 years but still gets so excited by the ideas that you
can't help getting sucked in. What Ilove about Pascal is that he was brilliant and used
his intellect to make major discoveries in geometry and number theory. But he also said
"The heart has reasons that reason knows not of," and it's knowledge of the heart that
leads to God. I don't know if he's behind Whitworth's motto — an education of mind
and heart — but this connection between faith and reason keeps coming up, and Pascal
makes a lot of sense to me.

DECEMBER 2007
Our choir is gearing up for the Christmas-festival concerts. The material is really
challenging, but the director, Marc Hafso, is amazing, and I've never been surrounded by
so many great voices. The only downer is that the rehearsal space is cramped and has lousy
acoustics, so it's a real challenge not to over-sing and strain my voice. They're talking about
building a new performing-arts center, which can't happen too soon.

FEBRUARY 2008
Whitworth is really pushing intercultural study. It has expanded its
number of exchange-partner institutions around the world and is
talking about opening an international center in Africa, Central
America or Europe. I'm thinking about studying next fall at the Center
for Intercultural Studies in Spain. The college has been sending
students there for more than 20 years, and my friend
who went last year had a great experience.

SUMMER 2008
I was one of eight students selected for a summer science fellowship, which includes a
$3,500 stipend plus a housing grant. I'm working with chemistry professor
Kerry Breno on developing water-soluble catalysts for the production of
polyethylene, which is the most widely used plastic in the world. Watersoluble catalysts would be more environmentally friendly and energy-efficient
and also less hazardous than the catalysts currently used in industry, so it's
pretty important research that could have a huge impact on human health,
pollution and energy consumption. We hope it will lead to a published research
paper or two, which would give me a leg up ifIdecide to go to med school.

OCTOBER 2008
I'm learning as much this semester about myself, my faith and my
country asIam about Spain. We just got back from visiting Granada,
where Muslims, Jews and Christians got along great until the Muslims
were expelled and the Jews were forced by the Inquisition to convert
or meet Yahweh. A lot has changed, but the intersections among
religion, society and politics are still a big deal here and,I think, in the U.S. too.
That stuff from Core 250 really comes in handy for context. Of course, the bus
broke down on the way back, and we wound up spending four hours eating tapas
and talking in a village in the middle of nowhere. But Spain has taught me that
keeping a schedule has got to be one of the least interesting ways to fill one's life.
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Blessed to Be a Blessing

JANUARY 2009

I put off taking my required art class
until the new visual-arts building
opened this year. Good call. The old
building was built a million years
ago and was, well, old. I'm taking
sculpture, and have even surprised
myself with some of my creations.
It sounds like they're going to break
ground on the new science building
as soon as enough funds are donated.
That'll be great, because even though
enrollment growth has slowed down
overall, it's booming in the sciences,
and the science center is bursting
at the seams. My labs are scheduled
until 10 p.m.

APRIL 2009

I took the MCATs and collapsed
for the next 12 hours. I'd feel more
relieved if! didn't have to finish
applications to four medical schools.
The University of Washington is really
competitive, but it's my first choice,
and Whitworth has a good track record
of getting students in there.

Jack and Joyce Starrett, both '45, didn't
realize all they'd accomplished when they
recently added $579,080 to their charitable
trust with The Whitworth Foundation.
They knew the trust would provide an
immediate tax benefit,
income for their lifetimes as
well as 20 years beyond for
their children, and ultimately
a significant gift to the
Whitworth endowment. They
also knew it pushed their total
lifetime giving to the college
over $1 million, an important
milestone for Joyce, whose
father, Frank Warren, was
president of Whitworth from
1940 to 1963.
"I remember my dad was always envious
of other schools with large endowments
and wished ours would get to $1 million:
Joyce says. "So it was a thrill for us to reach
that milestone, even though the college's
endowment is well beyond it now
What the Starretts may not have realized
is how gifts like theirs support the college's
strategic goal to moderate undergraduate
enrollment growth and preserve the quality of
the Whitworth educational experience.
The strategic plan seeks 5 percent annual
enrollment increases for graduate and adult, education programs, which have room for
expansion. However, the plan calls for full-time
undergraduate enrollment growth to slow from
an average of 3.5 percent over the past five
years to 2 percent over the next five.

I

OCTOBER 2009

My class has been doing a service-learning project
with a homework-helpers program tutoring lowincome children, andIfound out today that one
of our kids was beaten by his mom's boyfriend.
Tyler was born with about 17 strikes against him
but is all heart and hope. He's a walking argument
for and against God.Ithink Ishould give serious
thought to whether Imight do as much good as a
teacher asIwould as a doctor.

JANUARY 2010

I was accepted into the UW Medical School, but before I
commit the next eight years of my life to studying medicine
I want to make sure it's my calling. I'm thinking about applying to Whitworth's Master's in Teaching Program — just
to explore the sound of that call. The MIT program offers
enough classroom experience to give me a clear picture of
teaching and also has an outstanding placement rate.

This goal of controlling growth contributed
to the college enrolling 40 fewer new students
this year and an associated loss of about
$570,000 in tuition revenue. Whitworth is
targeting increased endowment income to help
offset the lost tuition revenue. Over the past
20 years, Whitworth's endowment has grown
from about $9 million to
$65.9 million, though it still
lags behind some of the
college's key competitors.
The endowment has earned
average annual returns of 10
percent over the last decade,
but, based on board policy
to spur growth, the college
spends only 4.5 percent of
the fund.
So, a $1 million addition
to the endowment investment pool can
generate about $45,000 of income every
year to underwrite college operations. That
income may be used to cover the average
package of scholarship aid (the largest
segment of the budget) for five students,
three months of benefits for the college's
employees, or about a week's worth of
utilities and insurance expenses. This amount
could also offset the net tuition revenue of
about three additional students.
The Starretts didn't know these details when
they made their gifts, but they are pleased to
be preserving Whitworth's distinctive mission.
"We feel like we're supporting the Lord's
work through what the students who go out
from the college accomplish in the world: Jack
says. "We feel blessed to be able to do this."

MAY 2010

Ican't believe graduation is here.Ihate saying
good-bye to my roommates. One is going to Africa
to work with an alum on Jars of Clay's Blood:Water Mission project, and the other is going to the
Wharton business school at Penn.Idecided to go
to medical school andI feel really good about the
decision. I'm meeting Kerry and Kamesh for coffee
next week to thank them for
being so supportive and helpful.
Professors like those two are the
reason why! came to Whitworth.
I'm really glad Idid.
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Scotford Fitness Center, for use by
students, faculty and staff, was
dedicated in 2000.
The Westside Athletics Complex, dedicated in
2000, includes Diana Marks Field (for softball), '
the Pirate soccer field, and the hammer and
discus throwing area for track & field.

On
the

a

In the wake of Whitworth's recent spate of
new construction, the college commissioned
artist Rolf Goetzinger to create a painting of its
campus. Goetzinger is an acclaimed illustrator
who has created such maps for colleges and
universities throughout the country.
The rendering, at right, includes projects
completed as part of Whitworth's 2000-2005
strategic plan.

Whitworth's strategic plan for 2005-2010 includes the following building projects:
• Scotford Tennis Center and Hello Walk, dedicated 2005
• Duvall Residence Hall, under construction; completion date fall 2006
• Residence hall (160 beds)*, projected completion date 2008
• Visual-arts building*, projected completion date 2008-09
• Science-center addition*, completion date TBA
• Performing-arts center*, completion date TBA
*Not yet named

,

"

!r Courts at the Scotford
nis Center, dedicated
2005.
-

Weyerhaeuser Hall,
dedicated in 2004, houses
the School of Global
Commerce & Management, the
departments of politics & history
and sociology, the Weyerhaeuser
Center for Christian Faith &
Learning and the Regional
Resource & Learning Center.

•

"
Dixon Hall, refurbished in 2000, is one
of Whitworth's two main classroom buildings
and is home to the School of Education and the
department of psychology.

Boppell Hall, a residence for juniors and seniors,
was dedicated in 2001.

V
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edited by Terry Rayburn Mitchell, '93
tmitchell@whitworth.edu

In October, Whitworth Political Studies Professor John Yoder was asked by the Carter Center
to help monitor national elections in Liberia. Yoder, a professor at Whitworth since 1983, is the
author of Popular Culture, Civil Society, and State Crisis in Liberia (The Edwin Mellen
Press, 2003) , and is an expert in the history and culture of this West African nation.
The Liberian national election, held in early October, is the first since the end of the country's
14-year civil war (1989-2003). A runoff election on Nov. 8, which Yoder also monitored,
resulted in the election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated economist formerly with the
World Bank, as Liberia's president.
Following are excerpts from Yoder's journal. Read the entire journal, along with The Carter
Center's election report, and view a photo gallery online at www.whitworth.edulwhitworthtoday.

T

he Carter Center election monitors
were sent in pairs to different parts
of the country. My partner was Tomsie Phillips, a South African election commission official.Iwas a bit disappointed that
I wasn't assigned
to one of the most
remote and difficult areas where
deployments were
by helicopter (even
though my wife,
Janet, made me
promise I wouldn't
do anything dangerous or go to any
place where there_
was potential unrest). Actually,Iwas not at
all surprised to learn that I would be sent to
the city of Gbamga [pronounced "Bongal
in Bong County. In 1987, I had taught African history at Cuttington University, near
Gbarnga, soIwas familiar with the area.
On Sunday, before leaving Monrovia,
we stopped to worship at Ngabe Methodist
Church. AsIlearned from other election
observers who attended services that
Sunday, probably every church in the
12 WT FEATURES

country gave special attention to the
upcoming elections. At Ngabe, the pastor
said that the elections were an opportunity
for Liberians to elect new leaders who
would serve the people, not themselves.
He also warned
those who might
become leaders that
God had brought
down his judgment
on Liberia, as he
had on Israel, and
that he would do
so again unless
there were real
changes in the
leaders' treatment
of Liberia's people.
Perhaps the highlight of the service
was an eloquent prayer, both sung and
spoken, offered by the pastor of Monrovia's
First Methodist Church. Drawing from
the emotional words of Liberia's national
anthem, she reminded the people that
Liberia had been established out of a desire
for freedom and that Liberia's founding
fathers had hoped to build a shining
civilization in Africa. Her implication

was that Liberia would be a prosperous
country if not for its venal leaders. Though
Liberia would certainly be better off had
her political leaders not put the country
through 14 years of civil war — and if they
would cease to divert public moneys into
their own pockets — it's overly optimistic to
assume that a simple change of leadership
would mean prosperity for Liberia.
Although damage from the war is
evident throughout Monrovia, right
across the street from Ngabe Methodist
Church an expensive luxury apartment
complex is being constructed for wealthy
Liberians and foreigners. In 1999, the site
was a burned-out market area, a market
where Janet andIoften shopped when
we lived in Monrovia. Today, a Westernstyle apartment almost anywhere in the
city costs $1,200 a month. However,
for ordinary citizens there are no public
utilities, water or electricity; large openmanhole sewers abound. Clean water is
provided mostly by larger U.N. or European
Union-funded tanker trucks. Electricity is
provided by private generators. The one
bright spot is that telephone service has
improved dramatically. One can buy a cell
phone for about $75, and small wooden
kiosks offering every type of phone and
fax service are everywhere. They are more
abundant than latte stands in the U.S.
Monday, after arriving in Gbamga,
Tomsie andI visited the headquarters of
the Bangladeshi U.N. Military Mission
(UNMIL), which is in charge of security
for Bong County. Armored vehicles,
helicopters and trucks filled the compound.

Although, as a Mennonite, I'm a pacifist,
Ifound the presence of well-trained
professional security forces reassuring.
It's difficult to overstate how important
the return of law and order has been to
Liberians who have been terrorized by
warlords and out-of-control teenagers
armed with AK-47s and a tendency toward
wanton brutality.
We visited several election headquarters,
and we heard partisan statements on
behalf of each of the candidates. However,
everyone agreed that the election would
be free and fair and that there had been no
violence or intimidation. In fact, there was a
remarkable spirit of harmony and goodwill.
People told us that they would respect the
outcome of the election. "God will choose
the next president of Liberia," they said.
And then there was a bit of a threat: "And
God will bring the next leader down if he or
she does not have the people at heart."
On Tuesday, when we arrived at the
polling place, several thousand people
had already assembled and were standing
in four orderly lines. Both Tomsie and
Iwere enormously impressed with the
electoral process. Everyone was orderly,
the voters were extremely well behaved
and courteous, the election officials were
very professional, and even the weather
was wonderful. Everywhere, the situation
was the same. Therefore, when we entered
a large polling station at Suakoko High
School and observed the presiding officer
helping people to vote, our immediate
thought was that we were witnessing fraud.
But it turned out that the voters were

illiterate and that the presiding officer was
doing his best to make it possible for them
to participate in the election.
Throughout the extremely long day, we
called in updates to the Carter Center in
Monrovia. Our monitoring and reporting
continued well into the night as we
observed the closing of the polls and the
vote counting. At the end of the night,
around 2 a.m., I walked out into the
moonlit schoolyard and called Janet, half
a world away, telling her how wonderfully
well everything had gone. The entire
event was a remarkable exercise in
democracy and a stark contrast to the
war years, when Liberians settled their
differences with violence.
On Thursday morning, we arose early
to make our way to the Mamba Point
Hotel, where each team would present its
report. It appeared that we would arrive at
the hotel well before the meeting began.
Then, a problem: two huge trucks stuck
in the goo in the middle of the road,
with no room for traffic to pass. Frantic,
I tried to call the Carter Center on our
cell phone. No response — we were out
of range. Anyway, what could the Carter
people do? Send a UNMIL helicopter to
rescue us? Eventually, a man showed up
with metal tracks, which he laid across the
muck — and then an argument broke out
between the people on either side of the
impasse, including threats from both sides
that they would block the road unless they
were allowed to pass first. Finally, someone
assumed authority and, according to an
intricate plan, traffic began to inch forward.
Back in cell-phone range,I called the
Carter Center to tell them we would
be late. When we arrived, Tomsie andI
were ushered to two chairs near the head
of the conference table and presented
with the microphone. We made our
report before former President Carter
gave an overall summary.
Ichatted with Carter over lunch. He
was the first sitting U.S. president to visit
Africa in peacetime, andItold him this
made him a hero with every Africa expert
in America. We talked about his life
as a private citizen, and he spoke of his

concern for democratization and honest
elections around the world, especially in
Africa. Later, the delegation held a press
conference, and then we all had dinner
at a fine Monrovia hotel overlooking
the ocean. The high point for me was
when Carter told me that were he not a
Baptist, he would probably be a Mennonite
because he admires the denomination's
commitment to simplicity and peace.

The Carter Center
"Waging Peace, Fighting Disease, Building
Hope" is the motto of the Carter Center, a
nonprofit, non-governmental human-rights
organization founded in 1982 by Nobel
Peace Prize winner and former U.S. President
Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn.The
center's headquarters are in Atlanta, Ga.,
where Carter's presidential library is also
located. Among its guiding principles, the
center, which works in partnership with
Atlanta's Emory University, includes the
following: Emphasize action and results; do
not duplicate the effective efforts of others;
address difficult problems and recognize
the possibility of failure as an acceptable
risk; remain nonpartisan and neutral in
dispute-resolution activities; and believe
that people can improve their lives when
they are provided with the necessary skills,
knowledge, and access to resources.
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Associate Professor of English Laurie Lamon, '78, is a poet— she is the
author of a new collection of poems, The Fork Without Hunger — but
she prefers to describe herself as a writer who follows words. For
Lamon, writing is a private endeavor that has long been deeply
embedded in her life. In the following narrative she reflects on her
journey as a writer and shares poems from her collection. To
read the complete text and to hear Lamon read her poetry,
visit www.whitworth.edulwhitworthtoday.

11.

THE FORK WITHOUT HUNGER
pom LAURIE LAMON

Ouicconritty tác 9ATorld
I loved reading and writing from the time I
was very young. My mother frequently took
my siblings and me to the Portland library,
where I felt such awe — pounding heart!
I'd load up with as many books as were
allowed. My father was a builder, and
his work reflected his perfectionist and
artistic nature. Being at the jobsite
with him — imagining the house as
I was standing in it — made lasting
impressions on me. I once wrote a
poem in whichIcompared a builder
creating perfect corners as he's siding
a house with a poet working with
line breaks.
As a Whitworth student I
was mentored greatly by English
professors Laura Bloxham, Tammy
Reid, Leonard Oakland, Phil Eaton
and Lew Archer. Laura and Tammy
were my first models of female
intellectuals. Lew's and Leonard's
lliterary passions illuminated my
beginning work with poetry. In Phil's
courses and poetry workshop I finally
made contact with the poetry I'd been
waiting all my life to discover.
Ididn't think very much about a
edited by Julie Riddle, '92
career path;I just wanted to keep studying
jriddle@whitworth.edu
and writing poetry.I was fortunate to be
accepted to the master's in fine arts program
at the University of Montana, where I
studied with the poet Richard Hugo for three
years, and thenI entered the English literature
doctoral program at the University of Utah,
whereIstudied with Mark Strand.
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I am drawn to poetry's compression of language, its
imagery, the drive of poetic language to exist both on
the surface and beneath the surface of reality and
experience. Poetry does something that brings us close to what
we desire so deeply, which is to make contact with the tangible
things of the world that delight and inspire, yet also point to the
gates of the mysterious.

,7194Trifer:f Poet*

My poems explore the particular, they
explore the ordinary experiences of being
human, and they try to illuminate what
"ordinary" means. For me as a writer, it
means really to notice what is around me,
which is simply to be aware of being alive:
to suffer pain and loss, to be in relationship,
to be created by God, to try to understand
what is beyond our understanding.

(Aka 0
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Other writers inspire me most, primarily
Emily Dickinson and Elizabeth Bishop,
and more recently the poets of witness,
who write political poetry of extremity and
survival, doubt and faith.
Donald Hall has been my mentor
for nearly 10 years; this has been a lifechanging, unexpected gift. He is a kind,
fierce teacher. His love of poetry and his
contribution to American poetry in the
past 50 years are immeasurable. He has
mentored Many younger poets, and it's
been a privilege to be one of them. He
doesn't waste words with his criticism or
his praise.

94Yritilty Pacify

Idon't have to look far to find the
tiny particles or sound waves that end
up creating poems. They arrive in the
most ordinary and extraordinary ways,
sometimes beautiful, sometimes horrific.
Most of what I write goes through
many, many drafts. I work on several
poems at the same time, each at various
stages of development. It usually takes
me months to write a poem; a few have
come very quickly. When I sense a poem
is complete, I let it sit before sending it
to a journal. I've often revised poems
years after writing them.
S"CZotation
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There have been two important
turning points in my writing. The first
occurred in the mid-1980s, when I was
working with imagery that pushed closer
and closer to surrealism. The second
development occurred in the mid-'90s.
In the midst of what felt to be many
"erasures" happening in my life, the
language and formsIhad been using in
my work were overwhelmingly, almost
suddenly, insufficient.I felt like Ihad

come to a dead end, and if! couldn't
cArOilfy „71-7IffC to 9/011C
find a new way to use language and form,
I'm fortunate in that my profession offers
thenI couldn't continue to write poetry
a flexible schedule and large zones of time
— I felt it that strongly.
on the daysIdon't teach, but Ifeel like I'm
Ilooked for models of poetry that were
always scheming to find more writing time.
stripped of imagery, metaphor and simile,
Iwork hard to keep up with class grading
poems that existed like a calligraphic line.
and preparation, but! also to try to open up
Then, in 1994,I wrote the first "Pain
time in the evenings and during weekends
Poem";I found the door! had been looking for writing.
for. Ten years later I've written more than
I've always been pretty obsessive in the
40 Pain Poems. They are very different in
poetry part of my life. It ultimately doesn't
form and voice from the rest of my work,
feel like discipline or choice whenI work;
but my other work has greatly benefited
it is what! do. It's the hardest thingIdo,
from what I've learned from writing the
intellectually and emotionally, but when
Pain Poems.
I'm engaged in working on a poem,I
am free. I've never felt writer's block or
Don't Steak to Me Non)
burnout; exhaustion, yes. I've always felt
likeIhave to make hard use of the time
Over the n);_le nh..ters
that Ihave because time is so precious.
3014„.
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For me, the process of making a poem is
trie stcdrn.c.2's
like the joy of seeing: to be curious, to be
•
ic.ndlown, nwrnins
aware, to connect. Intellectually,Ihave
•
niskt, Iitea.r 3014.
learned more from writing poems and from
studying poetry than from any other area of
Don't srea to me noso.
my life.
Don't eat mn n.nve.
Poetry can make us think and feel in
1 Lye Leen rnitinsweects,
powerful and articulate ways. There is an
tivist-btr tke seectimais
inherent morality in poetry that Ibelieve
'vett
' igia wait stems,
in. It challenges the complacent. The
o iv
tke Jeseent into
last line of Rilke's poem "Archaic Torso
e cL soma confics,rration
of Apollo" demonstrates how art can
of root. 1:).L.,inisegem.
penetrate human consciousness to the
L11%."Wae
point of epiphany and permanent change;
1mild "es11-0t beSalit it) fOre.
the line is a charge of responsibility: "You
must change your life."

f

Aem
In my office is a framed print of Jane
Kenyon's poem, "Otherwise," on one wall,
and beside it are images of Emily Dickinson
and Walt Whitman.Ihave two beautiful,
big windows in this space, so Ican watch
light fade through a crabapple tree asI
look north. It is an imageI love seeing
— singular, and yet different every day
through the seasons.
On my desk are shells, seeds, a piece
of driftwood. Ihave photographs of the
Oregon coast displayed, and photographs
of my beloved dogs, Li Po and Maude.
And a ridiculous number of photographs
of my husband! The poetry books and
dictionaries I refer to constantly are
within reach.
IYJ9"CTr/tcri

In addition to her collection The Fork
Without Hunger (CavanKerry Press, 2005),
Lamon has published poems in journals and
magazines including The Atlantic Monthly,
The New Republic, Ploughshares and
Arts & Letters Journal of Contemporary
Culture. She was recently named a recipient
of a 2005 Artist Trust/Washington State
Arts Commission Fellowship; she is also the
recipient of a 2001 Pushcart Prize and a 2002
Graves Award in the Humanities.
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Award winners honored at Homecoming

Frances Scott, '44, '47

When Frances Scott accepted her
Distinguished Alumna Award from
Whitworth this fall, she shared some hardwon insights from her eight decades of life.
Some were whimsical — "People who live
in glass houses are apt to be fascinating,"
and "No matter what the problem is,
chocolate is the answer" — and some were
wise: "We are all in this together, and that's
what makes it bearable."
The great-granddaughter of freed slaves,
Scott comes by her wit and wisdom
honestly, and, in some cases, painfully. She
was born and raised in Spokane by her
single mother, a trained nurse who could
find work only as a cook or a maid. Young
Frances thrived in school, demonstrating
strong academic and leadership abilities.

But she also endured the sting of racism.
In 1977, Scott was a delegate to the
When she and some white high-school
National Women's Conference in Houston.
In 1979 she attended the White House
friends visited a downtown hotel to
interview a famous opera singer, Scott was
Conference on Libraries, and during
asked to ride in the freight elevator. She
that same year she was appointed to the
Civil Service Commission, becoming the
later was named salutatorian of her highschool class but was denied the traditional
first African American and first woman
honor of speaking at graduation.
commissioner in its history.
In the early 1980s, Scott served two term
Scott attended Spokane's Holy Names
College but had to leave after marrying
as president of the Spokane Education
during her final semester. She was
Association. In 1985, she was appointed by
welcomed at Whitworth by then-Dean of
Gov. Booth Gardner to a seven-year term
Women Marion Jenkins and completed
on the Washington State University Board
a bachelor's degree in sociology in 1944
of Regents, during which she served one
and a master's in sociology in 1947. She
year as president of the board.
Not long after her husband, Vernon,
returned to Whitworth to earn a teaching
certificate in 1962. "Whitworth gave this
died, in 1988, Scott moved to Port
black woman an opportunity when it was
Orchard to open a bed-and-breakfast with
far from commonplace. They gave it,I took another retired Spokane teacher. She
it, and I'm gladIdid," Scott says.
continues to enjoy her two children and
After receiving her Whitworth degrees,
two grandchildren — and she continues to
Scott taught English, German, sociology
serve her community, volunteering at her
and African-American history at Spokane's church and serving as a mediator for the
Rogers High School for 31 years. She
court system.
also completed a law degree at Gonzaga
Scott returned to Spokane in 2000 to
speak at the annual Martin Luther King,
University in 1974, becoming the first
Jr., Day celebration and unity march. Her
African-American woman to practice law
remarks that day reflect beautifully both the
in Spokane. Scott says she was motivated
to get her law degree so that she could
goals she has pursued throughout her life
provide legal advice to the many socialand the wisdom, grace and truth that she
service organizations she was involved
has embodied. "We have made progress,
but we have not reached the end of the
with and also to represent women and
minorities in a legal system that too
journey," she said. "Dr. King's dream is not
reality yet. But as long as we are moving in
often seemed stacked against them. She
continued to teach and practice law until
the direction of the dream, we will succeed.
I will not let the dream die."
her retirement in 1989.

LeRoy Hook, '40
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After a lifetime of dedication to the college, LeRoy Hook was honored with the 2005 Alumni
Service to Whitworth Award. Hook, who taught at Spokane's West Valley High School for 27
years, is a tireless Whitworth booster who has devoted himself to preserving the legacy of Francis
Tiley Hardwick, credited by many with keeping the college afloat during difficult times that
included the Great Depression and World War II.
Hardwick served Whitworth in myriad ways from 1929-1949, most significantly as dean
and interim president. The original HUB was named for him, and Hook and fellow alums
from the Hardwick era helped in the fund-raising for that building. Many of these alumni,
including Hook and his late wife of nearly 64 years, Shirley Hook, '67, sent their children and
grandchildren to the college. Three of the four Hook children are Whitworth alums.
To ensure a lasting tribute to the beloved Dean Hardwick and his wife, Hook spearheaded a
fund-raising campaign to establish the Francis T. & Fern Hardwick Scholarship Endowment,
which ensures that each year a deserving Whitworth student will benefit from the labor and gifts
of Hook and his classmates in honor of the Hardwicks.

2005
Steve and Cinda Gorman,
'70 and '71

The Alumni Mind & Heart Award for 2005
was presented to Steve and Cinda (Warner)
Gorman. Steve majored in English and drama at
Whitworth, and Cinda was also a double-major,
in history and education. Both were campus
leaders, serving in various ASWC posts and as
resident assistants.
Cinda completed her M.Div. at Fuller
Seminary and her D.Min. at San Francisco
Theological Seminary. Steve earned an M.A. in
theatre arts at Bowling Green State University,
an M.Div. at Methodist Theological School of
Ohio, and his D.Min. at SFTS.
Both have served churches, individually and
together, in California, Illinois and Michigan;
they have been co-pastors at Westwood First Presbyterian, in Cincinnati, Ohio, since
1991. The Gormans are active in Habitat for Humanity, Kiwanis, YMCA and other
community organizations; Cinda is on the board of SFTS, and Steve just completed a year
as moderator of the Presbytery of Cincinnati. They have served on countless committees,
boards, commissions and panels, and, as their award citation mentions, "have taken to
heart the Presbyterian admonition to do things decently and in order." The Gormans
have been married for more than 30 years and are the parents of three children.

Kyle Orwig, '90

The recipient of this year's Recent
Alumnus Award is Kyle Orwig, who
received his bachelor's degree from
Whitworth in biology and chemistry,
then went on to earn his doctorate
in biochemistry and animal sciences
at Oregon State University. He also
completed a postdoctoral fellowship at
the University of Kansas. A nationally
known expert in stem-cell research, Orwig
has remained connected to Whitworth
by making himself available to mentor
students interested in graduate school and careers in science.
Orwig visited campus in September to present a lecture based on aspects of his work at
the Pittsburgh Development Center, a research hub at the University of Pittsburgh School
of Medicine. He has established an active lab at PDC that focuses on understanding the
biological activity and functional genetic characteristics of adult male germline stem cells.
His research has attracted significant funding from the National Institutes of Health and
has been published in leading scientific journals. (He is also a contributor to this issue of
Whitworth Today. See his article, "What's really at stake in stem-cell research?" on
Page 30.) Orwig is married to Valerie (Nord, '90) Orwig; they have three children.

Homecoming Week 2005 began with a
celebration at Friday night's third annual
George F. Whitworth banquet, during
which this year's Whitworth Alumni Award
winners (left and facing page) and key
donors were honored.
Highlights of the week included the
dedication of the Hello Walk and the new
Scotford Tennis Center and Cutter Courts.
The Hello Walk, a pedestrian corridor that
features double sidewalks, decorative
lamps with hanging flower baskets,
and new trees, runs along The Loop,
connecting the Hixson Union Building to
the aquatics center and the fieldhouse.
The corridor is named in honor of a
similar path that once existed between
McMillan and Ballard halls. The goal of
the original Hello Walk tradition was to
create a friendlier atmosphere on campus
and to spark friendships among students.
"We hope this new Hello Walk will
encourage and nurture Whitworth's
continuing commitment to friendliness
and strong community," says Kristi
Burns, vice president for institutional
advancement at Whitworth.
Also during Homecoming Week,
Whitworth unveiled the new Scotford
Tennis Center and the Cutter Courts.
This complex of six courts, located
northeast of the aquatics center, is a
significant addition to the college's
athletics facilities. The tennis center is
named for alumnus John Scotford, '51,
his wife, Judy, and other members of the
Scotford family who have contributed
significantly to the college. The courts'
namesake is Ross Cutter, former athletics
professor and tennis coach, who retired
in 1991 after 33 years at the college.
After thanking Cutter for his contributions
(and "discoursing at the operational
level" - a Cutter catchphrase), Athletics
Director Scott McQuilkin, '84, offered
these remarks: "As the stewards and
beneficiaries of this facility, we look
forward to sharing the story of the
Scotford family's generosity with current
and future Whitworth tennis players. This
family has done so much to benefit the
campus, and I look forward to getting to
say the name `Scotford' whenever I refer
to this great new tennis facility."
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Rankings, enrollment continue high

U.S. News & World Report continues to rank Whitworth among the top 10 master'slevel colleges and universities in its Western region, and growing numbers of students
continue to choose to pursue an education of mind and heart here in Spokane.
The college, which is ranked 6th in both the best-colleges and best-values lists in U.S.
News' most recent rankings, welcomed a student body of 2,441 this fall, an increase from
2,382 in 2004. Traditional, fill-time undergraduate enrollment grew slightly, from 1,789
to 1,794.
These figures signal a growth rate consistent with Whitworth's five-year strategic plan,
which calls for undergraduate-enrollment to slow from an average of 3.5 percent per year
over the past five years to an average of 2 percent per year between now and 2010.
The college received a record number of freshman applications (2,147) for the Class
of 2009, and was therefore able to be more selective in its admission and enrollment of
students. The incoming freshman class had an average GPA of 3.67 and an average SAT
score of 1204. "We've continued to improve the academic quality of our incoming students,"
says Whitworth President Bill Robinson, "and these numbers are especially strong."
Other highlights among the college's current numbers are a near-record-high freshmansophomore retention rate (87.0 percent) and a record-high six-year graduation rate of
76.1 percent.

Photo by Julie Riddle, '92

"He dares to be simple. And he is surely among the finest young poets alive,"
says The American Poetry Review of Li-Young Lee, who visited Whitworth
recently as its English Endowed Reader for 2005. Lee's writing honors include
a National Endowment for the Arts fellowship and a Guggenheim fellowship.
He is the author of three books of poetry - Rose, The City in Which I Love You,
and Book of My Nights: Poetry - as well as a memoir of his family's politically
charged life in China and Indonesia, The Winged Seed: A Remembrance. The
English Endowed Readership brings acclaimed writers to Whitworth each year
for workshops and readings. Past readers include Leif Enger, Adrienne Rich, Billy
Collins and Donald Hall.
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Author James Howard Kunstler, social critic of America's architecture, urban
planning and dependence upon foreign-oil sources, was the featured guest
at a series of October events in Spokane, including a lecture at Whitworth.
Kunstler, author of The Long Emergency: Surviving the End of the Oil Age,
Climate Change, and Other Converging Catastrophes of the Twenty-first
Century (Atlantic Monthly Press, 2005), recommended that Americans remedy
the impending oil crisis by changing how they live, which includes limiting
urbanization, decreasing the use of automobiles, and revamping the country's
infrastructure. "Bruce Willis is not going to come in and rescue us; we're going
to have to do it ourselves:' Kunstler says.

Vatican
connection
If it's not
impressive enough
that Associate
Professor of Theology
Karin Heller holds three doctoral degrees
— in theology, history of religions and
religious anthropology, and dogmatic
theology — it's certainly notable that she's
one of the few people around who can say
that the Bishop of Rome and Head of the
Roman Catholic Church on Earth advised
her as she pursued one of those degrees.
Of course, Pope Benedict XVI was
"just" Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in 1990,
when he met with Heller and referred her
to Bishop (now Cardinal and Patriarch
of Venice) Angelo Scola, who became
the director of her dissertation project

in dogmatic theology at Rome's Lateran
University. Mentioning the fact that
she and the pope share a cultural and
religious background, Heller says, "I
enjoyed reading his theological works,
andIcontinue to appreciate his capacity
to relate Catholicism to modem culture
and to integrate scripture into theology.
He is a smart man, easy to talk to, warmhearted, has good common sense — and he
loves Mozart!"
After Ratzinger's election to the papacy,
Heller wrote her mentor to express her joy
at his election and to tell him about her
current life at Whitworth. "In his homily
when he was enthroned, he designated
ecumenism as one of the major tasks of
his pontificate," she says. "SoIthought
it appropriate to share with him my
experience as a Catholic theologian at
Whitworth, and my hope that he might
take further steps to bring Christians of

various faith traditions closer to a unity
of 'altar and ministry." Admonishing
Whitworthians not to make too much
of her influence — or even of the pope's
— Heller goes on. "In the Catholic Church
we think of such changes in terms of
millennia, so don't get too excited."
Heller's letter also assured Benedict
XVI of her daily prayers for his courage
and strength. "According to Catholic
tradition," she says, "one of the major tasks
of the Bishop of Rome is to guarantee the
unity of the Church. This means that the
pope cannot represent just a portion of
Christianity, but he must be the one who,
conscious of his own weakness, is able
to strengthen all his brothers and sisters,
because Christ himself prayed for him, in
Luke 22: 31-32."
Heller and Theatre Professor Rick Humor, '70, will lead
aJan Term study program in 2006, during which their
students will meet Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican.
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Coming soon:
Whitworth University

Multi-Grammy-nominated
alto saxophonist Kenny
Garrett performed with the
award-winning Whitworth Jazz
Ensemble Nov. 5. Garrett, who
has appeared with a varied
slate of musical giants including
Miles Davis, Art Blakey, Peter
Gabriel, Woody Shaw and Sting,
has recorded 12 albums. His
performance at Whitworth
featured an electrifying fusion
of international influences and
other musical genres. In addition
to "blowing the roof off the joint"
(as President Bill Robinson
says), at the Saturday-evening
performance, Garrett conducted
a clinic for Whitworth students
and the general public.

Whitworth's trustees decided at their fall
meeting to change the name of the college
to Whitworth University by no later than
2009. However, trustees and administrators
made clear that the move is intended to
clarify, rather than change, Whitworth's
mission and identity.
"Because we love the Whitworth culture
and character, we will compromise neither
in making this change," says Whitworth
President Bill Robinson. "The fact,
however, is that schools in our part of the
country with a profile resembling ours
commonly call themselves universities."
The board vote was close, 18-14, as
some trustees expressed concern that the
"college" label more accurately reflects
Whitworth's liberal-arts emphasis and
warm campus culture. Others noted that
the record number and quality of student applicants suggests the name change may not be necessary. Ultimately, a majority of the board
was persuaded that "Whitworth University" would better differentiate Whitworth from two-year colleges that are dropping "community"
from their names and in international
settings where colleges are often seen as
secondary schools. Immediately after the
decision,
the board voted unanimously
Scholar and author George Marsden, Francis A. McAnaney
to
support
the name change and to move
Professor of History at the University of Notre Dame, recently
forward
with
it while the institution is in
'Otherworldly'
Fundamentalism
spoke at Whitworth on "How
the
strongest
position
in its history.
Became a Political Power." A renowned historian of American
"This
was
hard
for
all
of us who had
religion, Marsden is author of the book Jonathan Edwards: A Life
to
cast
a
vote,
but
it
was
our board at its
(Yale, 2003), which won a Bancroft Prize in American history from
best
—
honest,
passionate,
respectful and
Columbia University. His lecture was sponsored by Whitworth's
united
in
our
support
of
Whitworth's
Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith & Learning.
mission," Robinson says. "Because we
feel no urgency to make the change, we
will proceed at a pace that allows us to
minimize the expenses and assure people
that the best of who we are will endure
long into the future."
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Swimming against the current

Theology professor's book tackles tough question

Is Jesus the Only Savior? (Eerdmans, 2005), a new book by Whitworth Professor of Theology Jim Edwards,
'67, faces head-on the question of whether Jesus Christ is the sole redeemer of the world. In the following
Q&A, Edwards' theology colleague Jerry Sittser interviews the author about his book. To read the complete
text and to hear Edwards read excerpts from his book, visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthtoday.
Q: Do you make the case for absolute truth in the book?
A: I do, as well as a case for absolute moral truth. I think that we
all hold some values and beliefs to be inviolable. Most of us believe
that there really is such a thing as truth and that it is better than
untruth; that there really is such a thing as justice, and that it is better
than evil; that there really is a God, and that the existence of God,
especially the kind of God who claims to reveal himself in Jesus Christ,
changes entirely the meaning of human life.

Q (Sittser): Why did you write
this book?
A (Edwards): In the past couple
of decades there has been a
conspicuous de-emphasis on
Christology in academic theology.
This de-emphasis has also infiltrated the liturgy and language of the
church. I wrote the book to recall that Jesus Christ is the center and
substance of the Christian faith.
Q: What kinds of readers did you write for?
A: I had two groups in mind: people who have been in the church for
years and who are made aware, through TV specials or media
reports, for example, that the historic Jesus of the church is
being severely challenged; and those who doubt that there is
anything especially credible to be said for the validity of the
MES
New Testament witness to Jesus.
Q: What is the book's major argument?
A: There is much more information and evidence in
support of the trustworthiness of the Gospel accounts
of Jesus in the New Testament than most people even people who have spent their lives in the church
- are usually aware of.

7

Q: What, in a nutshell, is the main point you wish your readers to
take away from this book?
A: When you consider the hard evidence, if you're a betting person,
you'd bet on the truthfulness of the New Testament story of Jesus over
any of the alternatives out there today.
Q: What's the most notable book you've read recently?
A: The most significant modern book I have read in
6.0vv/IRDs
the past year is Jacques Barzun's From Dawn
to Decadence: A History of Western Culture
from 1500 to the Present. It is a magisterial
encyclopedic in its scope and insights.
book,
%
5
Sti
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-11

.1114

Q: The title is telling: is Jesus the Only Savior?
The very notion runs contrary to modern
sensibilities. How do you deal with the values
of pluralism and tolerance?
A: Amen to the fact that I'm swimming against
the current. We often think that the pressure
of pluralism today is something Christians in
former ages didn't face; or if they did face
it, then not to the same degree that we do. I try to
show that in the first and second centuries the Christian faith
faced tremendous pressure from pluralism. We can learn from these early
Christians how to navigate the waters in which we find ourselves today.

ONL

Q: What are you working on now?
A: It's a massive project: an attempt to establish
a more historical footing for the formation of
the Gospel tradition. I am writing a scholarly and
academic book trying to argue that the earliest
Gospel was, as a dozen of the church fathers attest,
written in Hebrew by the Apostle Matthew. This original
Hebrew Gospel has long since vanished and no longer
exists. I further argue that traces of this Gospel can
be detected in the Gospel of Luke. Finally, I argue that
the similarities between Matthew and Luke, which are
traditionally ascribed to an anonymous "Q" document, are,
in fact, better explained by canonical Matthew's reliance on
Luke. I say "Adieu to Q"; I don't think "Q" ever existed.
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30s
40s

DEATH
1938 June (Seaburg)
Trunkey, Feb. 24

1945 George and Dorothy
Rodkey celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary with
a luncheon at Spokane's Davenport Hotel.
Guests included their daughter, Christina
(Rodkey, '77) Shaver, and son, George
Rodkey, '73. The Rodkeys married on Sept. 26,
1945; they have 18 grandchildren.

DEATH
1947 William Diedrick, April 2

Os

DEATHS
1951 Patty (Love) Pankey
1952 Mary Joan Gross

1956 Fred Bronkema, April 3 • Gerri (Pell)
Burd
1958 Ronald Henriksen died March 31.
Following his graduation from Whitworth, he
began a career with Standard Oil of California,
living in the San Francisco, Calif., area. In
1974, he moved to St. Manes, Idaho, and
managed the St. Joe Valley Medical Clinic until
his retirement in 2003. He is survived by his
wife, two daughters, two grandchildren, one
sister and two brothers.

6

1961 Priscilla Small is with
Wycliffe Bible Translators
in Mexico and is currently
working on the Mixtec-Spanish dictionary.
1965 Betty Jean (Garrett) Steinbach has
retired after teaching for more than 30 years as
a music specialist in California's Lodi Unified
School District. She is currently a member of
the Sacramento Symphonic Band Association
and has toured in Canada, China, Australia, New
Zealand, Russia, Sweden and Denmark.
1967 Errol Schmidt is retired after teaching
and coaching for the past 35 years at St.
George's Preparatory School in Spokane. A new
$7 million athletics building on the St. George's
campus has been named in his honor.
1968 Dean Jamieson has been installed as
dean of the Seattle Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists. He recently retired as
a classroom teacher from Washington's
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Alum is "earthy
evangelist"

LOBBYING: How ICA lae. Wends Ns Way • Wastinilen_
SPACE: NM Chas Rockets Prtpellhe U.S. Program. Too,
Too

by Allison Carr, '06

Richard Cizik, '73, is doing the
same job he began in 1980, and,
by his own admission, he's having
the time of his life.
Cizik, whom The New York
Times calls "the earthy evangelist,"
hcal
is vice president for governmental
Cizik
other ronservIthkthfistiarS
2crving be)ond the culture
affairs for the National Association
tito debates oor the
111
emthwit, trade And
of Evangelicals. He recently
glatftftertY
wrapped up a national speaking
tour, and during that tour he
appeared on the cover of the
Oct. 17 issue of Congressional
Quarterly under the headline,
"Leap of Faith: Evangelical advocate Richard Cizik and other conservative Christians
are moving beyond the culture wars into debates over the environment, trade and
global poverty."
Cizik is working to re-frame the evangelical idea of national policy. He says he
is "helping the evangelical world to broaden its political scope" by encouraging
evangelicals to look beyond hot-button issues to a more comprehensive picture of
activism. Cizik says, "God is calling us to shape and change the world according to
His Word and His design, not by any secular priorities." Some current initiatives
that NAE is pursuing, and Cizik is lobbying for, include the End Demand Act,
designed to end sexual trafficking in the United States; the Advance Democracy
Act, aimed at ending dictatorship worldwide by 2025; and the Climate Stewardship
Act, addressing issues of global warming and greenhouse gases.
After Cizik graduated from Whitworth with a degree in political studies,
he went on to the George Washington University School of Public and
International Affairs, in Washington, D.C. He also studied in Asia and
graduated from Denver Seminary.
Cizik's experiences in leadership during his time at Whitworth have stayed with
him throughout his professional career. He was a student activist, involved in local
Democratic politics and the United Nations Association. As a senior, he served
as the vice president of ASWC. He also ran for a position in the state legislature
that was left open when its occupant died in office. Cizik ran against both Homer
Cunningham, who was then chair of Whitworth's history department, and the
widow of the man who had died in office, who neglected to change any of her
campaign signs to indicate that she, and not her husband, was running for the
office. "I like to joke that I'm one of the few guys to run against a dead guy and
lose," Cizik says.
When Cizik began his academic career at Whitworth, his future was anything
but clear. "I didn't come to Whitworth with a firm set of Christian convictions,"
Cizik says. The Core program, he says, was life-changing for him; he also had a
conversion experience between his junior and senior years at Whitworth.
Cizik says that it was a combination of his leadership experiences, the Core
program, and professors who took a personal interest in him and his career that
made Whitworth such an ideal place for him to grow into a Christian and an
activist. Geography is the only thing that's keeping his kids from becoming
Whitworth alumni, as well, he says: "IfIlived on the West Coast I'd send my
children to Whitworth."

CLASS
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Edmonds School District, but he continues
to teach in off-campus programs at Western
Washington University. Dean and his wife,
Lela, are the parents of two Whitworth
students, Becky Jamieson, '06, and
Gavin Jamieson, '07.
DEATHS
1961 Elaine Olson died Feb. 16. A Spokane
resident since 1959, she was a teacher and
counselor at Sacajawea Junior High and
Shadle Park High School. She is survived by
one brother, two nieces, and four great-nieces
and nephews.
1962 Earl MacEnulty died June 15 in
Colorado Springs, Colo. He was president of
MacEnulty Realty and is survived by a son.
1966 Edmund Hill died last spring. He was
an art major and RE. minor at Whitworth,
where he also played football. He completed
his M.EA. at Otis Art Institute, in L.A. He
taught art and coached at Albany High
School, in California. In 2004, he and his
wife, Patty, moved to La Quinta, where Ed
pursued his passion for "plein air" painting.
1967 Henry Hoshino died Mar. 21. Following
his graduation from Whitworth, he began
a long career as an agent with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. After retiring from
the FBI, he worked for Bank of America,
where he became a vice president. He is
survived by his wife, two daughters, one
sister, and several nieces and nephews. •
Shirley (Hawley) Hook died May 23. In 1941,
she married LeRoy Hook, '40, at Spokane's
Knox Presbyterian Church, and through the
years she was involved in a variety of church
and community activities She is survived by
her husband, a sister, Gladys (Hawley, '42)
Rosenquist, one daughter, Janice (Hook, '67)
Knoll, two sons, Brian Hook, '70, and
Clifford Hook, '69, four grandchildren, and
one great-grandson. • Catherine (Fisher)
Hewitt, June 13
1968 Paul Bupp
1969 Mary Praetorius, Jan. 4

70s

1971 Terry Cavender
works for the Washington
Interscholastic Activities
Association. After 33 years of teaching, he
was inducted last spring into the Washington
Secondary Schools Athletic Administrators

Association Hall of Fame. Diane and James
Morgan, Jr., live in Salado, Texas, where Diane
teaches third grade and James is a nurseanesthetist at Scott & White Hospital.
1973 Eric Nordquist and his wife, Yvonne Van
Ligten, live in Lake Forest, Calif., and are the
parents of a 19-year-old son and 17-year-old
twin daughters.
1975 Julie (Hardt) Reynolds lives in
Bridgeport, Wash., and is the mother of two
grown daughters. She has been teaching
for the past 27 years and hopes to retire to
Spokane in 2008. Patricia (Carlson) Hughes
has been elected to the board of directors of
the American College of Nurse Practitioners, in
Washington, D.C. She is currently in the doctor
of nursing practice program at Case Western
Reserve University/Frances Payne Bolton
School of Nursing, in Cleveland, Ohio. Eric
Olson is living in St. Louis, Mo., where he is
lead estimator for Boeing's Integrated Defense
Systems Headquarters.
1977 Nancy (Wendlandt) Matthews spent
the past year on sabbatical in Newcastle, New
South Wales, Australia, with her husband and

two teenage sons. They enjoyed "watching
newly hatched turtles toddle back to the sea
on the Great Barrier Reef, visiting lighthouses,
and living by the ocean." Matthews continues
to write travel articles and is working on a
book. Fidel Diaz Huliganga and his wife,
Adeline, and son,Timothy, live in Marikina
City, in the Philippines, where Fidel has been
involved with mission work since 1980.
1978 Sarah Stephens recently moved from
Geneva, Switzerland, to Tirana, Albania, where
she is the head of a USAID project assisting
the Albanian government in developing
programs to combat human trafficking. Lori
Lyford is living in Chandler, Ariz., and is the
director of the Scottsdale Chorus, which won
first place at the Sweet Adelines International
Chorus Competition this year.
1979 Connie Rae McKnight has moved
back to Spokane after living in England
for the past 15 years. Thomas Krausse
underwent a successful heart transplant in
June at Providence Medical Center's Heart
Failure/Transplant Clinic, in Portland, Ore. He is
recovering well and plans to return to work at
the U.S. Bank of Oregon soon.

Buy Whitworth Apparel Online!

Visit our website to check out a selection of Whitworth
College clothing. Shop for warm Whitworth crewnecks
and hooded sweatshirts. Or try a T-shirt or polo and top
it all off with a Whitworth-embroidered cap. Wear your
Whitworth colors proudly - and enjoy the convenience
of shopping online.

www.whitworth.edu/bookstore
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Mehrlander: Democracy a gift
worth defending

As far as the future goes, Mehrlander says, "I want to continue
to make this world a better place for the next generation."
When she thinks about the current European economic and
ethical climate, she considers a career in politics. Democracy,
by Allison Carr, '06
she says, is a gift that needs to be defended, and, she says,
Germany — Berlin, in particular — has always been home
"You need not party politics for that, but honesty, strength
to Andrea Mehrlander. And while
and charismatic spirit." She is also contemplating working on
she never wanted to be an American,
additional German-American research projects.
Mehrlander always wanted to get
Mehrlander isn't all about work, however. She says, "I am very
involved in the cultural exchange
much engaged in running a private theatre in Wittenberg." She
between the United States and
has even found herself onstage, moderating shows and special
Germany.
talk programs. In addition, Mehrlander says, "My family and
Mehrlander came to Whitworth on
friends are most important to me, and I've been blessed with
a one-year scholarship and graduated
a wonderful circle of very good and tight friends all over the
with the Class of '91. After returning
world."
to her home institution, the Technical
Mehrlander still thinks often about her time at Whitworth.
University of Berlin, she completed
"WhenIclose my eyes,I can still breathe the crisp fresh air;I
Mehrlander, 1991 Natsihi
an M.A. in history and English and
see the deep blue skies and the pine trees behind Charis," she
went on to get both a teaching certificate and a Ph.D. in
says. "I was so much at peace at Whitworth — with myself and
American history. She is now the executive director of Berlin's with the world around me."
Checkpoint Charlie Foundation, focused on developing and
Mehrlander attributes much of her success and happiness
maintaining relations between Germany and the U.S. Her job to her time in Spokane. "There were two things I learned
includes frequent business trips to the U.S. and an office near
at Whitworth: Don't ever settle for second-best, and never
her home in Berlin.
stop pursuing your dreams. That's the secret — and that's why
Soon after she began working at the foundation, the 9/11
I am where I am today." She faced unique challenges as an
attacks on the U.S. shocked the world. She says, "When the
international student at the college, and she says that being out
attacks of Sept. 11 hit,I felt that God had placed me in the
of her home country showed her what it felt like not to belong.
right spot." She started a large-scale donation campaign, raising But she made the best of that situation, searching her soul and
half-a-million dollars to help in the relief efforts. Checkpoint
finding answers that spurred her on toward her goals. She says,
Charlie also established the City of Berlin Scholarship Fund,
"My 'foreignness' triggered questions inside me that Ihad never
which will give scholarships to children who lost a parent on
pondered before."
Sept. 11.
DEATHS
1970 Vesta Benker, Jan. 22 • Robert Bundy,
July 7
1975 Isabel (Stacey) d'Urbal, died June 27.
She was the widow of Spokesman-Review writer
John d'Urbal, who died in 1995. Isabel earned
her degree in English from Whitworth and later
established a scholarship at the college. •
Dolores Gibler, Jan. 27
1977 Mark Pfeifer died March 10. He
made his home in Spokane and was an avid
sportsman. He is survived by his wife, two
sons, two daughters, his parents, two brothers,
one sister and one grandson.

8os

1980 Gary Paukert,
his wife, Barb, and their
13-year-old daughter,
Katherine, have moved from Calgary, Alberta,
to Aberdeen, Scotland. Paukert develops
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oil and gas exploration prospects on the
Norwegian side of the North Sea. Steve
Meyer was pictured and quoted in a spring
issue of Newsweek magazine regarding his
work with intelligent design for the Discovery
Institute, located in Seattle. Anne Washburn
married Glen Goddard, and the couple is
living in Folsom, Calif., along with her 13year-old daughter, Katie.
1981 Kevin Sea is working on his Ph.D. in
biochemistry at UCLA. Robert Livingston
recently completed a community of homes
using ecologically friendly materials and
applying sustainable building practices. He
continues to be a developer, designer and
builder of single-family homes in the Seattle
area. Andrew Lindahl graduated last spring
from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary with
a D.Min. degree in Reformed theology. He
earned his degree through a joint program with
Scotland's University of Aberdeen.

1984 Glenna Jean (Carlson) Ainley and her
husband, Warren, '85, live in Camas, Wash.
Both teach elementary school - Glenna in
Battle Ground and Warren in Camas.
1985 Teresa Henson married Carl Dahl in
November 2004, in Olympia, Wash. They were
married by fellow alum Rev. Mark Dowdy, '65.
Meg Sparling is a nurse-intern at a hospital
in Denver, Colo.; she is also enrolled in the
school of nursing at the University of Colorado.
Kathleen Jacobi married Stephen Knoefler
on May 18 on the island of Kauai, Hawaii.
Wedding attendees included Elizabeth (Elam)
Bell, Michelle Gildehaus, both '86, Pamela
(Jacobi, '92) Starbuck, and her husband
Scott Starbuck, '85, and former Whitworth
professor Edward Miller and his wife, Leslie.
Officiating was Whitworth parent David Templin.
The Knoeflers are living in Lynnwood, Wash.,
where Kathleen is the national training director
in emergency cardiovascular care programs

with the American Heart Association, and Steve
is pursuing a second career as an elementary
special-education teacher.

BIRTHS
1983 A girl, Michaele Lucille Sauer, to
Michael and Annemarie Hale, June 4

1986 Dana Stockman became director
of the North Idaho Chorale in January. She
continues to direct the chancel choir at First
Presbyterian Church, in Sandpoint, Idaho,
and is a French teacher at Sandpoint High
School. Mark Bradley is stationed at Yongsan
Garrison, Seoul, South Korea, where he is
deputy coordinator of the Joint Theater Missile
Defense. Raymond Merkel graduated from
the MIT program at Whitworth in 2004 and is
teaching fourth grade at Lakeside Elementary
School, in Idaho. Ray married his wife, Kris, in
April. Christianne Sharman married Thomas
Clouse on Sept. 17. The couple lives in
Spokane, where Christianne is the president
of Sharman Communications and Thomas is a
reporter at The Spokesman-Review.

1985 A boy, Nicholas "Cole" Farmer, to Gordon
Force, Jr., and Muff Donner, Nov. 1, 2002

1988 Robert Smoldt is a detective with the
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office Traffic
Division, in Santa Clarita, Calif.
1989 Victoria Marie Baroch lives and works
in West Seattle. Mall Bumpus is a professor at
Washington State University, in Pullman. Sean
Barrett is with the U.S. Army in Japan, where
he lives with his wife, Yuriko (Ejiri), '95, and
their two sons, Baine (16) and Keith (13).

1986 A boy, David Kristian, to Carolyn (Lees)
and Roy Howland, Jan. 8
DEATH
1981 Renee (Gumb) Riley died April 6 of
complications resulting from a brain tumor.
She completed her M.Div. at Princeton
Theological Seminary and her doctorate at
San Francisco Theological Seminary. She was
ordained by the Presbyterian Church (USA)
in 1986 and served several congregations
throughout the West. She was moderator of
San Jose Presbytery in 1998, taught classes at
SFTS, and spent much time in Central America.
Renee is survived by her husband, Ed Riley,
'80, of Stanford, Calif., a daughter, two sons,
her parents and two sisters.

90s

1990 George Pappas has
lived in Alaska for the past
16 years. He works for the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game as a
fisheries biologist, and has ventured into the
Alaskan bush and out to sea on commercial
fishing vessels. Over the years he has survived

Core 65n
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in London
Join Professor of Theatre Rick Hornor, '70, for a week c
theatre and learning in London, July 6-14, 2006. All of tf:
details are available at www.whitworth.edu/alumni/london

boat sinkings, fires, blizzards, a plane crash, and
bear and moose attacks. Brian Sachse married
Kathy McCallum on Nov. 3, 2004.The Sachses
make their home in Spokane, where Brian is a
teacher and coach at Ferris High School and
Kathy is a pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church.
1991 Jeffrey Stevenson is living on the
McKenzie River, in Blue River, Ore. He is the
president of Fehu Enterprises, which opened
its first Taco Del Mar restaurant in Eugene,
Ore., in August.
1992 John Hoffmann, his wife, Traci, and
their five children have relocated from
Fremont, Calif., to Austi n, Texas. Katherine
(Worthington) Haworth, her husband,
Michael, and their three-year-old son, Ethan,
live in Italy, where Katherine is working for the
U.S. Air Force as an education specialist and
Michael is an elementary-school teacher.
1993 Diana (Van Buren) Lantz lives in
Twentynine Palms, Calif., where she serves
as a chaplain with Combat Service Support
Battalion-7, United States Marine Corps.
Carrie Ann Lucas lives in Denver, Colo., and
is program director of the Center for Rights
of Parents with Disabilities, at the Colorado
Cross-Disability Coalition. Lucas was recently
awarded an Equal Justice Works Fellowship
to provide legal services to parents with
disabilities. Ryan Leonard recently ran on the
Republican ticket for the Washington State
House of Representatives from Spokane's
3rd legislative district. Although he lost to
Democrat Timm Ormsby, he did pull down 41
percent of the vote. Angela Grinnell married
Andy Saxe on Jan. 3, 2004. The couple just
finished building a home on Washington's
Orcas Island. Keith Knowles works for Avenue
A Razorfish, in Portland, Ore. Sacha Davis
graduated from the University of Washington
School of Nursing with a B.S. degree in
nursing. She plans to work in the geriatrics/
palliative-care unit at Seattle's Harborview
Medical Center.
1994 Staci Abrams married Beau Abdulla in
2001. They joined the Peace Corps in 2002
and now live in Houston, Texas. Both work
as coaches at the junior-high level. Tucker
Richardson lives in Fairfield, Calif. Ann Marie
Brueggemeier married Kevin Benson, '00,
on Aug. 20 at St. Mark's Lutheran Church,
in Spokane. Whitworthians in the wedding
party included Tad Wisenor, '89, Bryan
Stanfill, '95, Ben Brueggemeier, '97, Dmitry
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lschenko, '00, and Kimberly Benson, '05.
1995 Kristi Lonheim and her husband,
Jonathan Acker, are in Amman, Jordan, where
Jonathan teaches music at the American
Community School. Brooke Lippy is the
assistant head of the music library at the
University of Hartford, in Connecticut. Sara
Revell joined the U.S. State Department in
May 2004 and was posted to Accra, Ghana,
where she is a consular officer.
1996 Anjel and DeIma (Craig) Luna moved
to Yuma, Ariz., where Anjel is a professor of
art at Arizona Western College and Delma is a
financial consultant for the Yuma Investment
Group. Heather (Simon) and Benjamin Horst
live in Farmington, N.M., where Benjamin is in
commercial flight training. Christine Ingersol
bought an old Victorian house in the Spokane
area and is currently taking certification
courses to become a foster mother to children
with special needs. Nathan and Jonna (Glenn,
'98) Dunham live in Mt. Vernon, Wash. Nate
teaches eighth grade and coaches basketball
at Stanwood Middle School, and Jonna
teaches sixth grade, coaches volleyball and
track, and serves as a technology mentor
in Anacortes. Stephanie Clark teaches
high-school choir at Sequim High School, in
Sequim, Wash. She also sings with the Sequim

Community Church contemporary worship
team on Sundays. Michelle Sanders lives near
Yosemite Park, in the Sierra Nevada Mountains,
where she works at Calvin Crest, a Presbyterian
camp and conference center.
1997 Kristopher Vegas married Ana Montes
in July 2004. They live in Honolulu, Hawaii,
where they are working on doctoral degrees
in educational psychology. Karen (Ellison)
Andrues and her husband, Richard, recently
moved into their new home in Tucson, Ariz.,
where Karen is a registered nurse at Oro
Valley Medical Center. Paul Dirocco lives
in San Francisco, Calif. Ryan Hawk and his
wife, Heather (Porter, '99), have returned to
Seattle after living in Santa Barbara, Calif.,
for the past three years. Ryan is the staff
photographer for the Woodland Park Zoo
and also does freelance work. Heather is a
registered nurse in the pediatric intensivecare unit at Seattle Children's Hospital.
Susan Kohler is working on her LPC license.
Annemarie (Eklund) Russell received her
master's degree in English literature from the
University of Oregon and teaches part time at
Oregon City High School, outside of Portland.
Joe Helbling is the advanced-learning teacher
at Sorenson Elementary School, in Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho. Tony Billingsley and his wife,

Onhn
Community
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Kara (Hartle), have moved to Walla Walla,
Wash., with their two little girls,Talia and Stella.
Billingsley is an emergency-room doctor. Alan
Stanfield married Brenna Robinson, '00, on
June 26. They live in Spokane, where Alan is
coaching football at Whitworth while finishing
his administration credentials through the
School of Education, and Brenna is working
in the admissions office and interning in the
chapel.The couple plans to return to Princeton,
N.J., in the summer of 2006 so that Brenna
can finish her work at Princeton Theological
Seminary. Michael De Hoog married Jennifer
Edwards on Aug. 13 in Moses Lake, Wash.
Tayt Knowles, '96, was a groomsman at the
wedding. De Hoog is the activities-center
director and head volleyball coach at Big Bend
Community College, in Moses Lake. Becky
Olson married Jeff Brinkman on July 1 in
Spokane. They live in Cincinnati, Ohio, where
Becky is a student at Christ Hospital School of
Nursing and Jeff is a youth pastor at Kenwood
Baptist Church.
1998 Kate Horak is working on her master's
degree in historic preservation at the University
of Southern California. Heather (Eiffert)
Sund received her master's degree in marriage
and family therapy from Fuller Seminary and
has begun a counseling practice in Seattle's
Green Lake district. Ruth (Kaluza) Elchholtz
is a teacher at the International School of
Stuttgart (ISS) in Germany. Aaron Russell
recently finished the first year of his doctoral
program in counseling psychology at George
Fox University, in Newberg, Ore. Rebecca
(Uejio) Schmidt received her master's degree
in education from California State University,
Stanislaus, in May. Liona Tannesen married
Michael Burnham on July 15; the couple
honeymooned in Thailand. After receiving her
master's degree in English in 2004, Tannesen
began teaching English in Seattle-Tacomaarea community colleges. Erik Olson lives in
the Seattle area, where he is a police officer.
Kasee Hildenbrand studied the effectiveness
of abdominal exercise machines versus
traditional sit-ups for her master of science
degree in kinesiology from Kansas State
University. Her findings were published in The
Journal of Athletic Training in March 2004 and
recently appeared in the health section of The
New York Times. Heather Stark completed her
master's degree in physician-assistant studies
at the University of Saint Francis, in Indiana.
Elizabeth Marie Vernon recently returned

to the U.S. after spending two years with the
Peace Corps in Bulgaria.
1999 Nicole Bealey married John Grubbs
on Jan. 8. Emily (Dent) Vanderipe served
as matron of honor. The Grubbs are living in
Lynwood, Wash. Sarah (Dingman) Bungum
works at the University of Oregon as the
assistant to two directors of development. She
and her husband, Peter, are renovating the
home they bought in 2004. Karina Boslet
just finished her fourth year as a resident

director at Westmont College in Santa Barbara,
Calif. Janet Worley joined Spokane's Shriners
Hospital for Children as a nurse practitioner.
Jeremy Wynne received his M.Div. degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary in May.
BIRTHS
1990 A girl, Kyle Elizabeth, to Tauni (Boppell)
and Ernie Broennle, May 26. Kyle joins three
siblings, Kamryn Alicen, Nov. 6, 1999; Charles
"Chase" Averill, Feb. 25, 2001; and Cooper
Jacob, Jan. 26, 2004.

1992 A boy, Gabriel, to Steven and Jennifer
(Boyd, '95) Appleby, June 4. A girl, Avery Ruth,
to John and Traci Hoffmann, July 16, 2004.
A girl, Elodie Grace, to Kristy (Parsons) and
Monte McClain, Nov. 16, 2004. A boy, Zachery,
to Kenneth and Roselynn Meagor, Aug. 1. A
girl, Kyla Joy, to Sean and Amy (Reid, '94)
Smith, Jan. 3.

Alumna trains crisis
nursery's helping hands

by Allison Carr, '06
The transition from stay-at-home mom
to full-time employee is not always an easy
one. But Kristine Ruggles, '03, has found
her passion as the volunteer coordinator
at Spokane's Vanessa Behan Crisis
Nursery, and she credits Whitworth's
Organizational Management Program
with giving her the foundation she needed
to be successful.
When her first child reached seventh
grade, Ruggles started thinking about
going back to school. She says, "I loved
working and having a career, but I
didn't want to go back to the corporate
world." As a mother she had become
very involved in the community. "I just
realized that I would like to take my business skills and use
them in the nonprofit sector," she says. She enrolled in the
Organizational Management Program at Whitworth, and she
was on her way.
Taking classes at night, along with all her other
commitments, was difficult for Ruggles, but in the OM
program she says she found "so much reward, so much
camaraderie," as she connected with other nontraditional
students in similar situations.
When she graduated, Ruggles began helping her husband
with his business. Then she met the chapter executive of the
Spokane chapter of the Red Cross at a leadership breakfast
sponsored by Whitworth, Gonzaga and Leadership Spokane.
Ruggles took an unpaid position as volunteer coordinator at
the Red Cross, and, after three months, she was put on staff.
When she began looking for a full-time position, she found
it at the Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery, where she began as
volunteer coordinator last July.
The nursery was founded by a group of Spokane
businesspeople in honor of Vanessa Behan, a child who

died at the hands of her parents. The nursery is completely
funded by the Spokane community. "Our mission is to provide
emergency respite care for children who are at risk for neglect
or abuse and to provide support for families," Ruggles says. In
her role, Ruggles trains volunteers, speaks in the community,
and coordinates the efforts of caregivers, social workers and
volunteers. She is an administrative staff member, but is still
able to interact with program staff and the people of the
Spokane community. "I believe Ihave found that good fit and
that passion, andI feel very fortunate," Ruggles says.
Whitworth helped Ruggles to look at business principles
in a different way. "My degree gave me public-speaking
skills, the ability to problem-solve, and the ability to really
look at an organization from a people perspective," she says.
The Whitworth Organizational Management Program also
gave her "a lot of confidence," she says, and she has used
that confidence, and her business skills, to prepare for a job
in which she can reach out to people in need — a job that is
helping her to fulfill her purpose in life.
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notes

1993 A girl, Adrianne Emily Monique, to Carrie
Ann Lucas, Dec. 26, 1998. A girl, Lauren
Elizabeth, to Angie (Fowler) and John Platt,
Oct. 12, 2004.
1994 A girl, Grayce Marie, to Melissa (LaRue)
and Shane Fuller, Sept. 20.A boy, Luke Isaac,
to Rachelle (Kert) and Kurt Hartvigsen,
Aug. 20.
1995 A girl, Emma Nicole, to Loren and Lorna
(Inda ) Ayresman, Feb. 7, 2003. A girl, Grace
Susan, to Scott and Melanie (Atwood, '97)
Chadderdon, July 8. A girl, Nina Elizabeth
Gabriella, to Shawna Lee (Crumpler) and
Brian Jackson, March 28. A girl, Lillian
Laree, to Lisa (Eaton) and Shane Lawrence,
March 26. A boy, Evan Daniel, to Anne-Marie
(Williams) and Trevor Strohman, June 7. A boy,
Samuel Richard, to Melissa (Fox) and Scott
Symington, Mar. 15. A girl, Dijana Pela, to Tait
and Marijana (linicic, '96) Wasser, May 5.
1996 A boy, Holden Riley, to Kathy and Don
Brummett, July 10.A girl, Allison, to Kari
(Happ) and Steve Cornwell, in March. A boy,
Noah Douglas, to Nathan and Jonna (Glenn,
'98) Dunham, March 7.A girl, Evelyn, to
Heather (Simon) and Benjamin Horst, March
16, 2002. A girl, Julia Antoinette, to Mike and
Ashley Larkin, June 28.A boy, Micah Xavier, to
Amanda (Smith) and Nathan Probst, July 30.
1997 A girl, Stella Jubilee, to Tony and Kara
(Hartle) Billingsley, Aug. 17.A girl, Kylie
Marie, to Andy and April Mitchell, June 9.
A girl, Maya Grace, to Annemarie (Eklund)
and Aaron Russell, '98, June 2. A boy, Rece
Alexander, to Alex and Kelli Schuerman,
August 5. A girl, Avery Marie, to Scott and
Heather (Eiffert, '98) Sund, Feb. 2, 2004.
1998 A girl, Laura Merced, to Jason and Lisa
(Niskanen) Rigor, '99, Feb. 6.A boy, Matthew
Ryland, to Douglas and Karen Jernigan, Sept.
1, 2004.A girl, Breanne Joy, to Elizabeth
(Slemp) and Keith Rawls, Aug. 12, 2004.A
boy, Makaio Christopher, to Kyra (Brandvold)
and Dustin Richardson, March 7.A boy, Eli
Nathaniel, to Kirsten (Brandvold) and Doug
Sabata, Dec. 30, 2004. A girl, Rachel Hi'ilani, to
Rebecca (Uejio) and Ronald Schmidt, May 3.
1999 A girl, Lillian Marie, to Kelly (Schroeder)
and Wayne Creasey, Feb. 3. A girl, Julia
Elisabeth, to Eric and Jenny (Visser) Fechter,
Jan. 3. A boy, Noah Kahiau, to Justin and
Lokahi (Vierrnes) Messman, Aug. 3, 2003. A
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boy, Connor Douglas, to Kelly (Starkweather)
and Douglas Schulz, Dec. 31, 2004.
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enjoying their new home in
Pasadena, Calif., where Matt is working on his
dissertation and Joy has begun her studies in
the marriage and family therapy program at
Fuller Seminary. Luke Thomas and his wife,
Jennifer, live in Spokane, where Luke is a
history and Spanish teacher at Mt Spokane
High School. Shayne Pavlic is a health and
education consultant to both the Department of
Health and the first lady of Nicaragua. Hannah
Snelling moved to Clinton, N.J., where she
is the director of youth ministries at Clinton
Presbyterian Church. Camille Conley received
her master's degree in English studies in 2004
from Western Washington University and has
been teaching courses in composition and
literature at Western and Whatcom Community
Colleges for the past three years. In May, she
was asked to present a paper at the 40th
International Congress on Medieval Studies, in
Kalamazoo, Mich.

a

2001 Robert and Sarah (Hickinbotham)
Rose have moved to Fresno, Calif., where
Robert is a student at Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary. Melinda (Mindy) Bandy
married Neil Muller on June 4. They are making
their home in Spokane. Kevin Germer received
his M.Div. degree from Princeton Theological
Seminary on May 14. Ellie Moser married
Jeff Lochhead, '02, on June 18. They live
in Spokane, where Ellie teaches fifth grade
and Jeff is a graduate student at Gonzaga
University. Tyson Burton is an assistant
athletic trainer at William and Mary College,
Williamsburg, Va. In acknowledgement of his
work for the Danville Braves (a minor-league
affiliate of Major League Baseball's Atlanta
Braves), Burton was recently honored by the
Professional Baseball Athletic Trainer's Society
as the 2005 Athletic Trainer of the Year for the
Appalachian League.
2002 Elizabeth (Kear) Kintner is a therapist
at Foothill Family Service, in West Covina,
Calif., where she works with children, teens
and families referred by teachers. Abby Nyder
married Eliecer Barrentes Alvarado on Jan.
15. The newlyweds are making their home in
Fresno, Calif., where Abbey is an ESL teacher

and Eliecer is working part time while going to
school. Ryan Seidel is a missionary volunteer in
Tucson, Ariz., providing humanitarian aid on the
U.S.-Mexico border. Meghan Soptich received
her master's degree in English literature from
Washington State University in 2004 and is
an adjunct professor and communications
coordinator in the office of advancement at
Heritage University,Toppenish, Wash. Andrew
Garretson is working for Sprint in Southern
California, setting up business accounts. Jesse
Parbon received his master's degree in teaching
from City University,Yakima, Wash., in April.
Jonathan Carlson received his M.Div. degree
from Princeton Theological Seminary on May 14.
Stephanie Stern married Ben Carlson on Aug.
6 in Clackamas, Ore. Jamie (Withrow) Spotts
and her husband, Christopher, live in Cedarburg,
Wisc., where Jamie is a stay-at-home mom and
Christopher is a youth pastor at Crossroads
Presbyterian Church.
2003 Stacey Johnson is in her second year of
graduate school at Northern Illinois University,
where she is pursuing her Ph.D. in clinical
psychology. Jacob Cooney lives in the Seattle
area and works as a marketing director.
Elizabeth Abbey has been accepted into the
doctoral program for human nutrition, food
and exercise at Virginia Tech, in Blacksburg,
Va. Lisa Sommer married Ryan Crane on June
26. Bridesmaids for the wedding were Brooke
Dolenc, Mya Theriault, and Rebecca Brady.
Jamie Helwick is currently attending Denver
Seminary, Denver, Colo. Katharine (Gee) and
Derek Bynagle are both teaching at a small
school in the Alaskan bush. Kelsey Rice has
been promoted to the position of associate for
the National Network of Presbyterian College
Women. She and a colleague submitted
a case study about the NNPCW that was
selected for presentation at an international
forum in Bangkok, Thailand, in October.
2004 Barry Ruppelius and his wife, Deborah
Ann, returned from Bosnia in January and are
living in Lacey, Wash. Nicole Bowman lives in
Seattle, where she is a proofreader/copy editor
for the Domain Group, a marketer for charities
and nonprofit organizations. Lee Stoops
is a realtor with John L. Scott's Laurelhurst
branch, in North Seattle. Aimee Goodwin is
a copy editor for The Washington Times in
Washington, D.C. Tabitha Tolentino passed her
nursing boards and is working in Orlando, Fla.

Christopher Yujuico is working as a graduate
assistant trainer at Tempe Preparatory
Academy, in Tempe, Ariz., while he attends the
Arizona School of Health Sciences. Kristel
DeVries married Bryan Kays on July 2.
2005 Alyssa Hansen is the director of music,
worship and the arts at Mountain View
Presbyterian Church, in Marysville, Wash. Valin
Simonsen married Jonathan Wells on Aug. 6
in Flathead Lake, Mont. They live in Leicester,
England, where Jonathan is a sales executive at
a car-rental company. Miranda Zapor is working
on her M.Div. degree at Princeton Theological
Seminary, in Princeton, N.J. Audrey Kyle has
returned to Spokane and is working at Covenant
United Methodist Church. Caitlin Gregory lives
in Bellevue, Wash., and works in a specialneeds preschool with autistic children.
BIRTHS
2000 A boy, Owen Thomas, to Richard
Clubine and Lisa Benscheidt, July 2,2004.
A boy, Holden Michael, to Ian and Natalie
Sanders, Dec. 12, 2003.A girl, Nikayla Joy, to
James and Lauren (Murray) Sullivan, May 18.
A girl, Darla Jules, to Sean and Shilo (Tadema,
'02) Taylor, Jan. 7 A girl, Jordan Elise, to Luke
and Jennifer Thomas, March 28.
2001 A girl, Emma Grace, to Robert and
Sarah (Hickinbotham) Rose, June 7.A girl,
Riley Jane, to Valerie (Erickson) and Jesse
Parbon, '02, May 29. A girl, Margaret Grace, to
Eric and Leah (Viertell) Moffat, Sept. 16.
2002 A boy, Noah Xavier, to Jamie (Withrow)
and Christopher Spotts, Sept. 17, 2004.
2003 A girl, Hannah Lorraine, to Kevin and
Alisa (Falkenstein) Lind, March 30. A girl, Ella
Alesia, to Luke and Megan (McCreless, '04)
Rettele, July 18, 2004.
2004 A boy, Noah Zachary, to Barry Kent and
Deborah Ann Ruppelius, Jan. 27, 2003.

unions for classes of 1946, '51, '56, '61, '66, '71, '76, '81, '86
and all France Study Program alumni.
Food, fun, classes, tours, and affordable on-campus housing.
ore details at www.whitworth.edu/familyweekend or contact
the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations at 800.532.4668.
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What's really at stake in
stem-cell research?

by Kyle Orwig, '90

Ibegan a recent Whitworth lecture
on stem-cell research with the following
quote from former senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan: "Everyone is entitled to his
own opinions, but not his own facts." As
with the lecture, my goal in this column
is to provide a solid, factual foundation of
what is at stake in stem-cell research so
that people can make informed judgments
on the issue.
Research on stem cells is intensely
debated because of their potential for
treating crippling conditions such as
diabetes, Parkinson's and heart disease, but
also due to ethical and religious concerns.
My lab at the Pittsburgh Development
Center in the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine is doing research
on stem cells in the testes that shows
promise for restoring fertility to patients
whose ability to produce sperm has been
compromised by chemotherapy or radiation
treatment of cancer.
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Testis stem cells can be obtained with
the informed consent of the patient
and, thus, are not ethically constrained.
However, these adult-tissue stem cells are
limited because they can only produce the
tissue from which they were obtained (e.g.,
testis stem cells can only produce sperm).
Embryonic stem cells have the capacity to
differentiate into any tissue, but harvesting
these cells results in the destruction of a
human embryo.
The ethical dilemma rests on whether
these 5- to 7-day-old embryos enjoy all the
rights and protections of human beings.
Religious guidance is all over the map. The
Catholic Church views life as beginning
at the moment of conception and regards
embryonic stem-cell research as immoral,
while Reform Judaism argues it would be
immoral to cut off research that could
lead to life-saving medical treatment. The
Presbyterian Church (USA), of particular
interest to Whitworthians, supports

AfterWord

Whitworth alumni in their own words

embryonic stem-cell research as long as the
goals are compelling and unreachable by
other means.
In his Aug. 9, 2001, address announcing
a ban on federal funding for new embryonic
stem-cell lines, President George Bush
aligned himself with the Catholic Church
and other evangelical Christian groups, but
affirmed that the research has important
biomedical implications and should go
forward, with federal funding, on the stemcell lines already in existence.
Unfortunately, of the 78 stem-cell
lines in existence in August of 2001, only
22 are available today for research, and
their viability is diminishing. Meanwhile,
thousands of embryos are destroyed each
year in fertility clinics. Is their current fate
more noble than their potential for treating
devastating human diseases?
Ironically, while the federal government
has decided to limit funding for human
embryonic stem-cell research, it has
also failed to regulate the research. The
National Academy of Sciences has
developed sound research guidelines but
has no real enforcement power, and a
patchwork of funding and regulations has
emerged in individual states to fill the void.
Alternative sources of stem cells include
adult tissues or genetically engineered
non-viable embryos, but these approaches
present their own scientific and ethical
challenges. Looking forward,Ihope the
federal government adopts policies that
both fund and regulate responsible research
of embryonic and other stem cells, while
maintaining sensitivity to the ethical and
social implications of their use.
This is a complex issue, and reasonable
people can disagree; but Ibelieve moral
perceptions are sharpened by experience
and knowledge. And at this point, we don't
know what we don't know.
To read a paper by Whitworth professors Don
Calbreath (chemistry) and Adrian Teo (psychology)
challenging embryonic stem-cell research, visit
www.whitworth.edulwhitworthtoday.
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The Whitworth Art Department opened its 2005-06
exhibit season with a faculty art exhibit that featured
works, including paintings, photography, sculpture, mixed
media, glasswork and ceramics, by Whitworth professors
and adjunct instructors. Shown is instructor Jeff Harris'
coil-built stoneware vessel, Stands at the Door.
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Postage stamp
$.03
$.37
Gallon of milk
$.92
$3.99
Broadway theatre ticket
$12
$100
Number of theatre majors at Whitworth
1
40
Students graduating from Whitworth
162
466
Whitworth tuition
$22,400
$420
,

2VMICprOkylIC 16 Inc &filly Kelle of Thornton Wilder's Our Town, nothing has changed between 1955, when

the college first presented the play, and 2005, when Whitworth Theatre reprised this classic of the American stage.
But after the curtain falls, our students experience a very different world today, and a mind-and-heart education
is more important than ever. As costs continue to climb, your support of our students is greatly appreciated.
Please make a gift to The Whitworth Fund today. Visit www.whitworth.edu/give, or contact June Hanson at
509.777.4343 or 800.532.4668.

